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New job a fresh start

By Jade Wittmann

LES Gaskin “breezed” out of a
period of unemployment and into
work with the help of NOVA
Employment’s Rouse Hill office.

After approaching the disability
employment service in May, Mr
Gaskin, 28, was introduced to Blue
Breeze Cleaning Service owner
Peter Zychowski who offered him a
job.

He is now responsible for the
cleaning and maintenance of two
childcare centres.

The manager of NOVA Employ-
ment at Rouse Hill, Bernie Davey,
said Mr Gaskin had “grown three
feet” as a result of the new skills he
has learnt.

“When he first came to us I don’t
think he would have seen himself
as capable. This is what it's all
about: getting these people into the
community and having people
recognise what they can do.”

Mr Davey said the Rouse Hill
office is one of eight to open in
NSW since the federal govern-
ment’s changes to employment
services provision in March.,

The not-for-profit organisation is
funded by the Department of
Employment, " Education - and
Waorkplace Relations to help people
with a disability find employment,

“We're not talking about sup-
ported employment, we're talking
about getting people jobs at award
wages, the same as everybody
else," Mr Davey said,

Mr Gaskin said he originally
heard through different people

A NOVA Idea: Les
Gaskin and his employer
Peter Zychowski.
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how the employment agency could
help him get back to work.

"I came in and told them what
sort of job | was looking for, hoping
to get, my credentials what I've
done in the past,"” he said.

"Then Peter came in and said he
had a different sort of a job, but 1
was willing to learn a different sort
of a job — I felt like any job would be
fulfilling.

"I'd been off work for a few years
s0. it was good to get an income

coming in, and he's & great boss.”

Rouse Hill resident Peter
Zychowski first heard about NOVA
on the radio and said a Google
search led him to the office,

“In the case of NOVA I think there
are people sitting and waiting to be
recognised and they have abilities,
That needs to be recognised and
implemented in the environment,”
Mr Zychowski said.

“I treat it as a hidden treasure
kind of thing - people like Les who

I'm very happy with — his work and
his communication.

“He went through two weeks
Intensive training on site, now he is
working on his own. I'm really
happy with the job he does and I'm
looking simply for more people like
him t6 employ.”

NOVA Rouse Hill will hold an
open day on Tuesday, September
14, at Suite 105, Level 1, The Cut-
away, Rouse Hill Town Centre,
10am- 3pm. Details: 8814 5076,

Rail funds
disputed

PREMIER Kristina Keneally announced that
Treasury has approved the state EOvem-
ments $520 million contribution to the
Pamramatta to Epping rail link,

To be funded under the metropolitan trans-
port plan, Ms Keneally said the largest single
pledge of the federal election campaign had
been the announcement the federal govem-
ment would contribute $2.1 billion towards
the $2.6 billion rail line.

The proposal would see the link built by
2017, but the state Opposition has ques-
Boned how NSW would find the money
given that there were no spare funds in the
$50 billion metropolitan transport plan.

The Opposition's transport spokeswoman,
Gladys Bergjiklian, tlaimed the anngunce-
ment had been hatched “on the back of a
ballot paper”.

She aiso said that documents obtained
by the state Opposition showed the claim
by Prime Minister Julia Gillard that the
project was "ready to go” was wiong.

The documents showed, among other
things, that there were no patronage
figures, cost estimates, environmental or
geotechnical studies completed before the
commitment was announced,

But the Premier said both Treasury and the
budget committee of cabinet had signed off
on the deal before itwas announced,

“That $500 million that we are commit-
ting to the Paramatta to Epping rail link
represents one per cent of a $50 billion,
10-year plan,” Ms Keneally said,

“Before we accepted the commonwealth's
offer to enter into an 80-20 partnership . . .
we put this through a budget commitiee
process, we sought advice from Treasury,

Treasury gave very clear advica that this

could be easily accommodated.”
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